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NOTICE ..
~/

BIBLIOTHECA INDICA

PUBLISHED BY

THE ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY OF BENGAL

Tue Bibliotheca Indica is a collection of works belonging to or treat-
ing of Oriental literatures and contains original text editions as well as
translations into English, and also bibliographies, dictionaries, grammars,
and studies.

The publication was started in 1849, and consists of an Old and a
New Seriea,  The New Series was begun in 1860, and is still running.

The issues in the reries consisted originally of fascicles of 96 or 100
pages print, though oceasionally numbers were issued of double, triple or
lTarger bulk, and in o few cases even entire works were published under a
single issue number. Of late ycars the single issues are made as much as
possible to constitute complete volumes,  Several different works are
alivays simultancously in progress. Each issue bears a consecutive issue
number.  The Old Series consists of 265 issues; in the New Series, till
January 1st, 1939, inclusive, 1,621 issues have been published. These
1,786 issues represent 264 different works; these works again vepresent the
following literatures :—

Sanskrit, Prakrit.
Rajasthini, Kashmiri, Hindt
Tibetan,

Arubic, Persian,

Several works publizhed are partly or wholly sold out, others are
still incomplete and in progress. A few works, though incomplete, have
een discontinued,

Two price-lists concerning the Bibliotheca Indica are available and
may be had on application.  One describes the Indian apd the other the
Ilamic works  published in the series. These lists are periodically
revised. . ‘ ‘

The ctandard ~izes of the Bibliotheca Indica are three:—

Demy (or =mall) octavo.
Royal (or large) octavo.
Quarta,

The prices of the Bibliotheea Indica as revised in 1923 a2+ baoed
{with some exceptions) on the following scale per unit of 96 or 100 pages
in & fascicle ns the case may be:—



BIBLIOTHECA INDICA
WORK No. 256

MANU-SMRTI

WITH THE ‘MANUBHA—\sYA '’ OF MEDHATITHI
(INDEX OF VERSES)






AgeIld

R TR TS — T

MANU-SMRTI

WITH THE ‘ MANUBHASYA' OF MEDHATITHI

INDEX OF VERSER

BY
MAHAMAHOPADHYAYA GANGANATHA JHA,
M.A., D.Lrrr., LD,

Volume 111

s
-~

PRINTED AT THE INDIAN PRESS, LID, ALLAHABAD

PUBLISRHED BY THE ROYAL ASIATIC ROCIETY OF BENGAIL

CALCUTTA
1934



SLwg 1948/
/5792



FOREWORD

The Society’s edition of Manu-smrti with the ‘Manubhagya’
of Medhatithi, -edited with the help of several manuscripts by
Mahamahopadhyaya Ganganatha Jha, M.A, DLitt, LLD, inour
Bibliotheca Indica series, has just been completed by the issue of
this Volume III.

It was originally designed to publish the entire work in one or.
at the most in two volumes. But unfortunately due to errors in
printing over which the Society had no direct supervision (the book
being printed at Allahabad), the work had to be split up finally into
three volumes, as follows :—

(1) Volume I consists of adky@yas one to six, and is page-
numbered from 1 to 533. It was published in 1932,

() Volume IT consists of adhy@yas seven to twelve, and
is page-numbered from 1 to 493. It has been published
in the middle of this year (1939). ’

(3) Volume IIT consists of a short Introductory note in
Sanskrit- [pddgh@ta (in pp. 1 and 2), and an Editor’s
Apologin in English (in pp. 1 to 4), and an Index of
Verses to Volumes [ and IT (in pp. 1 to 101). Tt has
also been published in this year (1039).

The references to key words of verses in the two volumes are
indicated by adhyl@yas and §loka numbers in the index and not by
page references.

The Socicty appreciates the help that the learned editor has
g0 kindly rendercd by editing this work in its Dibliotheca Indica
series.

B. S. Guiia,
Hony. Ueneral Secrelary,
Angust 12, 1939, Royal Asiatic Society of DBengal.
1, Park Street, Calcutta.
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EDITOR’'S APOLOGIA.

A few words are needed for explaining the genesis of
this edition of Medhatithi’s Manubhdsya.

The vicissitudes undergone by this Bhagya would ap-
pear to be unique in the history of Sanskrit Literature. The
work was written, probably, in the 9th century, and yet as
early as the 14th century, manuscripts of it were ¢ not to be
found’—wfegRy micd 7 mgmsq ; and it was restored by a king
named Madana, who has been identified with the king under
whose patronage the Madanaparijata and Madanavivoda were
written. This King was at Digh, who is believed to have lived
in the 14th century. Not finding any manuscripts of the
Manubhasya,~that is, apparently, not having got any com:
plete or reliable manuscripts of it,—he got done by his court
Pandits, what is called its Jirnoddhara,—as stated by Buhler
in his Introduction to Manu (in the Sacred Books of
the East Series). Curiously enough, though he lived in
India for sometime, Buhler did not know what the
term ‘Jirpoddhdra’ stands for in this country. He says
(on p.CXXV of the Introduction to his translation of Manu)
—‘“Ican only agree with Prof. Jolly that Madanapala did
not cause the Bhaysa to be recomposed, but merely com-
pleted the defective MSS. of his library from a copy pur-
chased in some other part of India.’”’—All this about the
Jirpoddhdra, we learn only from the following verse which
is found at the end of some chapters of some manuscripts
of the work now available ; but a little pondering over this:
verse will show that what was done to the text at tfe
court of Madana was something very different from what has
been supposed by Jolly and Buhler. The Shloka runs as

follows :— ,
W wis ageqfieagfeer saremsR dwnfd:

ar gAe fMddog Ryl siaw squesy
wigfiegt wgw:  aqwegdt  ovenggd-
Wlgradiey . aa yaenegeadafod: 3
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The sfatements contained herein are the following :—

(1) ‘The Smriti of Manu is a revered work’ ;—(2) ‘The
.commenfary on it by Medhatithi is righ and proper’ ;—
~3) ¢ Through fate, it has become lost’ ;—(4) ‘Its manus-
cript is nowhere to be found’ ;—(5) ‘The King Madana
has got_the Jirnoddhara of it done with the help of manus-
cripts collected from another place.’

This would be very different from ¢ merely complet-
ing the defective manuscripts of his library from a copy
purchased in some other part of India’. It would be clear
to every manuscript-collector in India that—(1) the King
»wighed to have a copy of the Bhidsya ;—(2) he did not find
anywhere a complete copy—#RuafRr m=’ # sgeasq ; (3)—from
various parts of the country, he got what were mere frag-
ments—some odd stray leaves, patras, it would seem—of the
work ;—(4) these fragments he got collated into what he
believed to be a complete whole,—This would be the ‘uddhara’
—Saving from destruction,—of what was ‘jirna’, decayed
dilapidated ; by which term is clearly meant—torn edges of the
leaves, and the consequent disappearance of the leaf-num-
herings, and such other damages as all who deal with old
MSS. are conversant with.—This would be very different from
the completing of a copy wanting in certain parts. Curiously
enough, Buhler himself has used the correct term on page
CXXV—¢ restoration.’

This ‘ restored text ’is what has come down to us ; all

e manuscripts that have been found so far are found to
have their source in this ‘restored’ text; and they are
all corrupt, in places very nearly unintelligible,—
specially where the Bhigya is a long one. As all the manus-
cripts suffer from these defects, it would seem that the
‘ restoration ’ was done either carelessly or by incompetent
hands. The work has suffered most in its longer parts,
ard"this leads to the conclusion that the older leaves of
which the numbering had disappeared were, in restoration,
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placed in wrong places. In several places, this is Quite clehr;
what appears under one text should have appeared under a
text several steps lower down.—Buhler has justly described
the condition of the MSS. in the following words :—

« All the copies of Medhatithi which I have seen or
used are throughout more or less corrupt, in some parts,
specially in chapters VIII & IX, as well as at the end of
chapter XII, in a desperate condition. The latter portion
is, in fact confusion, some pieces being missing and others
being given twice over. In chapters VIII & IX, many
verses are left out, though it is evident from cross-references
and from remarks made by Kulluka that they must have
been explained by Medhatithi. In the parts of the commentary
still extant, the corruptions are often very bad and the’
sense frequently doubtful, or only to be made out conjec-
turally.” '

I know from bitter experience that this is too true. I have
been compelled to rectify some of the most glaring defects,—
specially the one relating to the misplacing of portions of
the Bhdsya,—and it is hoped that the text presented here
is more understandable than that presented by the manus-
cripts or even by the two printed editions.

The Bhisya was printed for the first time under the
supervision of Rao Sahib Vishvanath Narayan Mandlik,
along with several other commentaries on Manu,—all that
could be got at the time.—A second edition was brought
out by Professor Gharpure of Poona ; and the ill-luck of.
the work seems to have pursued it there, and we are told
the entire stock o'.f his publications was consumed by fire.

Some sort of an edition therefore appeared to be called
for; and as I had done the English translation of the Bhagya for
the Calcutta University,—which has been published in eight
volumes, 5 volumes of Text and three volumes of Notes,—the
late Sir Ashutush Mukherji suggested it to the Bengal Asiatic
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Soclety thatas some sort of a readable and understandable text
had been evolved in course of the translation, and as copies
of this text were not accessible, it would be well to publish
the text as prepared by me, which would appear to be the
best way of preserving the text of the Bhaigya. "I may mention
here that the more important of the emendations accepted
by me mostly on the strength of manuscripts, have been noted
in Part I of the Notes appended to my English Translation

Though the present edition is an improvement upon
King Madana’s ‘Restoration’ and Mandlik’s * Edition,’ yet it
is far from satisfactory and if MS.—hunters will bear this
work in mind in course of thier ‘hunts,” we may yet hope
to secure a reliable manuscript which may be prior to the

‘restoration ’ by King Madana.

ALLAHABAD GANGANATHA JHA.

July 25, 1935,

« MITHILA * }
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